ey
Eaid d
o1
¥

) £
o .vi
%mw i
¥ o bd AL
a3
- o
ja et ped
b
oy
Gy je i) 43 Y |

o

ol 251

xRS
D
T oW

R
We JUS E
ko Ta ey
oni L

ey
HUN

SCHOOL

i

BOZT

G ub o
f e d

£ T

a4
et

BOSTO



This is certainly a unique occasion. ever before in the history of
our ¢ountry has a secondary school celebrated a tercentenary., It will be
many, many years before any secondary rival can claim 300 years of useful,
honorable excellence in the great responsibility of teaching the youth of
Anerice.

The invitation to be herc tonight was for me u precious opnortunity
to utter a simple word of gratitude for the institution for which I have
a very special love and devotion. To strangers I ecould not possibly convey
the reasons for the powerful and swect hold which the schoel has upon my
effections. It would be like trving to explain to strangers why I love my
farmilv. Some intimacies are not bared to struangers. and to intimstes, o
the family itsclf, it would be just a little fummy to explain why one loves
thems Bub there arc cccasionsl family cvents when one overcomes shyness
and roally puts ints words the affection onc feelss, These feolings of
affection arc, whon all is said snd donc, the best stimulus to ondeavor,
and the wnfnriling reliance in times of storm and stress, vhich inevitably
are cncountered by all mon who foel, and think, ard carc.

Cur fecling townrd Latin School ean be bust cxoressed br adapting
Danicl Webstor's famous culogy of our Commomvreclth, "Latin School, - therc
she stands!” Latin School has always beon so oubstanding that it nover
ncedsd defonders, and praise was bubt tho deeloration of the obvious. To
the nistorians I lcave the task of telling the tale of the rugred colonists
who fiftcen years after Flymouth koek, cnd soven yeurs after londing at
Salem, cstabliched, on vhot wo ko as School Street, this Latin School of
which we are the privileged beoneficiaries. They little kmew thuat this
gallant display of their fuith in lmowledge wos to become the most famous
secondary school on the Continent. Those stern Puritons and the rare
wisdom to sense thut cnlightened society could evolve in the spirit of
democracy only througzh the generous offer of education to alle Thus began
the foundations of secondary school training as it doveloped in America, -
where the boy is judged on merit = where race or creed plays no part.

gut whot is Latin School?  Tot bricks mnd mortar; not z foculty and
student body; not an alwmi association that never puoys its dues and breaks
bread bubt onee in o while. To bo sure, Labin School is all of theso, but to
me Latin School is ever so mueh morc. "o natitor how preciscly we define
Latin School in terms of physical things, its history or its illustrious
alumni, the thing that mukos Lutin School grezt cludes us if we scarch for
it in thot conventional manncr of definition. The quality T have in mind
about Latin School betokons the spirit., 4s a truc spirit, our School is
timcless and this becomes olear whon on this day of rejoieins we reflect
that although, three centurics of time hive le®t their mork on the seroll of
humon destiny, today, more tham cver, this grond institution flourishes in
the Athens of Americn.

lLatin School was and is like a truc spirit, gquite independent of spacc.
It matters not where the avthoritics choose to loeate it, this attribute of
the scul is constont whotheor in the heuse on Schoel Strect, in the Puritan
days of 0ld Boston at the dowm of our history, or whether it be estoblished
in the grond old building on lrrren ‘venue during the lusty days of the
Reoublicts history, or whother it be the handsome cdifice which so grace=
fully wderns the picturosque Fenwaye. In nll of these places our School has
been o symbol of Preominenco, the first ond the bests That it wos the first
sehool in Amcrica is a mattor of history. It was The forcrumcr of o system
that tronsformed the worldts attitude towards cdueation, That it was and
is, and always will be, the best is convineingly truc to all of us, and we
would regord as uninformed anyonc who would have the tomerity to doubt it.
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And that is whot Latin School means to me « spirit. - What else can
explain the obvious phenomenon of alumi loyalty? Ve are all familiar with
tlie normel reaction of adults to their school history; for grammar school,
they entertoin a verv hazy recollection, osven the important events of
entrance and graduation, successes and failures; lor high school, apart
from the memories of the diamond and the gridiron, recollection is an effort,
but it 1s for their college that they save the warmth of their emotions,
never failing to shed tears of joy as memory welkens to the strains of
“"Good 0ld Siwash”. As for graduate schools, no matter what respect or
admiration a professional men entertainsg for his adopted Alme Mater, he
seldom allows it to dim his loyalty, affection and devotion to his "dear old
college days",

But Latin School graduates are apart from.ell this. Wo matter what
schocl, profession or calling its alumi may embrace, Latin School always
holds their first loves, It is a truly remarlable fact, yet the cxperience
of all of us proves it, This splendid gathering is eloquent testimony to
the primary loyalty generated -y cur great institution. ‘e are justly proud
to have carried the banrer of Iatin School., And for this sgense of superi~
ority we find ample justification in the thought that at this school we were
glven a training better than that attainable anywhere. 'Te had better
teachers, better students, and a better spirit.

The first time I ever heard the phrase "Nsprit de Corps" was when it
wes pointed out to me that was the chicf advanbagze tc be derived from a
Latin School training. The Latin 3chool as we kn>w it, was a shrine that
somshow seemed to mske us all feel that if we sould stlck it cut at Latin
School we were made of just a 1ittle better stuff than the rest ¢f the
fellows of our own age who were attending what we always thought were
"easier'" schools,

e just lnew in those days that Latin School was champion in its
event, = the best training for boys obtainable anywhere. And when a little 11
Harvard College reached over and tock our beloved "Peuny" to rule and
regulate the admissions te Hervard Colleze, we just accepted it as the most
natural thing in the world that the rest of the country weculd wish to do
business the way Latin School had always dons it.

 And we continued taking Latin School for granted throughout our lives,-
as the sine qua non of education. Yipling says somewhere, =

"God gave all men all earth to love
But, since our hearts are small,
Ordained, for each, one spot should be
Beloved over all".

Latin School has always been, and will always be, that "spot" to us,

It seemed that everyone lmew that we were the best "prep" school in the
country. The public officials and the City of Boston which maintained and
supported Laetin School for us, must have felt the same way, for after all,
weren't we the orly public school gradiuates who received actual “sheepskins"
Our diplomas, you remember, were printed on parchment, whereas, every other
publie school diploma was printed on paper. To drop into the vernacular,
Letin School was "class”, V
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But we don't ncod to tell cnch other now what a zreat ploce Latin
School is, Let us rather spond the time aclkmowledging the personal debt
of gratitude we fecl for the privilege of having been Latin School pupils
and Latin School graduatces.

In reflection, I tried to recall the other day, what was in my mind
the year we finished at Latin School., 1808, you imow, was a2 year of what
was then called "depression”. ‘je were "panic babies" in the sense that we
were graduated a few months after the 1907 panice. The heavens had fallen
and the outlook was dark indeed., Leadsrs who should haove lmown better
were prédicting that utter chaos was just around the corner. There were
cranks then who with their easy formula for wealth caught the public esr,
but only for o time, So you sec, the world changes very little, and the
depression we btalk about now had its counterpart when the Class of 1908
was at its peak. Latin School, then as now, anchored to the zo0lid rock
of principle continued serene in her duty of teaching the youth of Ameriecn
the changeless truths of life, 3Zut none of us gove any thousht to the
surrownding gloom, which we have since lcarned saturated the country in
those days, or paid heed to dire forebodings of pessimists, The only
things in our minds in those days were such facts as that we licked English
High ot baseball for the first time in twenty yeoars. Even Pa VWalsh, the
janitor, rejoiced in that swect victory.

While throwing out our chests znd boosting thet we suocceeded in getiing
through the hardest school in the cowntry, we should not forget the other
side of the pieture which any fellow who fook part in the school activities
outside the classroom can paint for you, Jakic Richardson, for exmmple,
must have held his classic nosc in giving me o pass mark in Iatin for Class
1, He probably soothed his ncademic conscisnce with the thought that after
all baseball, or football, or the class presidency had o lot to do with
"Arma virumgue cano'.

Bill Campbell wos another refuze of mmmy boys whose marks were peril-
ously clese to the line of disgualification. Fond memory will slways weave
a saintly wreath for Bill who, upon the death of MHr. Recllins, took over the
course in Greck and with kindly mazie inorcased my mark from zero in llovember
to more thun 90 in ilays. I have nover been oble to explain how this scho-
lastic metamorphosces escaped the prying oyes of Arthur Fiske, our Headmaster.
The head of the school, however, was not the stricet disciplinarian and dry-
ag-dust scholar we had clways pictured hime He had o humsn side, as I
learned from an incident I hoard some vears after I had left schools "Ponny"
was o fine-looking stalwort, athiletic type who just vibrated with life and
activity in every movoment. Ono day as "Tumny' came swinging into the school
building with powerful, masculinc sirides, Hr,., Piske pointed ocut the buoyant
striding "Perny" to a group of instructors and said: "It is a great thing we
have a mon like that arouwnd herc, tiw boys cannot point to him ond soy thatis
what Latin and Greek do to you". How typieal of Latin tradition to enshrinc
the o0ld Roman motto of "lens Sana in sano corpore”,

Mre Campbell oand Mr. Powers have both suggested that I say something
about Washingbon life. I prefor to say something ~bout them, or rother
obout Mr,. Compbell, boeasuse «ll of the yownger Latin School mon know Mr.
Powers owing to his reocont administration of the scheol., Butb lrs Coampbell
has been awey from the school so long that he has almost bocome o subject

for historical treatmente.












